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Teaching Agenda

1 Setting the Academic Debate: Foundational Work

2 The Role of Cleavages in the Immigration Debate
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How do citizens hold elites electorally accountable?

Motivating Question
Do you think Americans are polarized on public policy on the basis of racial
cleavages? If so, how does this look like? If not, what does that look like?
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Setting the Academic Debate: Are Social Cleavages
Important?

The Importance of Cleavages in the Literature
“. . . a person thinks politically, as he is socially. Social characteristics
determine political preferences.” (1948,27)

I What does this quote fundamentally mean about how citizens think
of politics in contemporary society? What are social characteristics?

I We do know there are racial differences in public opinion, but
fundamental question is why there are racial differences on public
policy?
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Potential Explanations of Racial Cleavages

Kinder & Winter (2001) propose four possible explanations as to why
there are racial differences in the polity:

1 Racial divide in opinion is a reflection of differences between blacks
and whites in social class

2 Racial divide in opinion is an expression of differences between blacks
and whites over fundamental principles

3 Cleavages rooted in social identity and affitinity with their own racial
group and in the resentments they feel toward each other

4 Cleaves rooted in differences in the audience to which blacks and
whites address their opinions
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Setting the Stage: Does a Racial Divide Exist?
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Assessing the Racial Divide

I Differences fundamentally rooted in racial issues & government role in
this domain

I What do we see with respect to racial cleavages in social welfare
policies? Is there anything in this divide that surprises you?

I Clear divide, but still a good degree of liberalism among white
Americans

I What could explain this?
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Measurement in Kinder & Winters

1 Social class rooted in differences in status: homeowner, income,
education

2 Principles: egalitarianism & limited government. Note that
egalitarianism = equality, measured as questions alluding to equality
of opportunity and not explicitly policy

3 Audience: Race of interviewer as a “treatment”

4 Group affinity: in-group identification and out-group resentment
(feeling thermometers)
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Evidence of Racial Divide & Simulation
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Evidence of Racial Divide & Simulation
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Summing up the Pivotal Study

I “. . . we have discovered there are in fact two divides: one over racial
inequality, the other over the welfare state.”

I “Our analysis suggests that the racial divide cannot be explained in
any simple or straightforward way by class.”

I Eliminating racial differences in key covariates reduces the racial
divide but does not eliminate racial divides in society

I What do you think is missing from the analysis? Why are there still
racial differences on public policy even after for accounting for
disparities in the study’s key independent variables?

Pol 157: American Public Opinion Week 12: Do Americans Polarize on Racial Grounds?



9/21

Summing up the Pivotal Study

I “. . . we have discovered there are in fact two divides: one over racial
inequality, the other over the welfare state.”

I “Our analysis suggests that the racial divide cannot be explained in
any simple or straightforward way by class.”

I Eliminating racial differences in key covariates reduces the racial
divide but does not eliminate racial divides in society

I What do you think is missing from the analysis? Why are there still
racial differences on public policy even after for accounting for
disparities in the study’s key independent variables?

Pol 157: American Public Opinion Week 12: Do Americans Polarize on Racial Grounds?



9/21

Summing up the Pivotal Study

I “. . . we have discovered there are in fact two divides: one over racial
inequality, the other over the welfare state.”

I “Our analysis suggests that the racial divide cannot be explained in
any simple or straightforward way by class.”

I Eliminating racial differences in key covariates reduces the racial
divide but does not eliminate racial divides in society

I What do you think is missing from the analysis? Why are there still
racial differences on public policy even after for accounting for
disparities in the study’s key independent variables?

Pol 157: American Public Opinion Week 12: Do Americans Polarize on Racial Grounds?



9/21

Summing up the Pivotal Study

I “. . . we have discovered there are in fact two divides: one over racial
inequality, the other over the welfare state.”

I “Our analysis suggests that the racial divide cannot be explained in
any simple or straightforward way by class.”

I Eliminating racial differences in key covariates reduces the racial
divide but does not eliminate racial divides in society

I What do you think is missing from the analysis? Why are there still
racial differences on public policy even after for accounting for
disparities in the study’s key independent variables?

Pol 157: American Public Opinion Week 12: Do Americans Polarize on Racial Grounds?



10/21

Variation within Cleavages: The Case of the South

I Valentino & Sears (2005) asks if there is variation in the public
opinion between white and non-white southerners

I They argue that racial conservatism is central to Southern white
realignment from the Democratic to the Republican party–key to
white political identity in the American south

I Elite realignment in the national political context: “. . . party elites did
not change only on racial issues. Democratic elites began to move to
more liberal positions on non-economic issues such as national
defense or abortion in the 1970’s, and the Reagan era heightened the
distinctive economic conservatism of the Republican party.”

I However, race dominant in southern politics and the onset of
realignment inherently tangled in race given critical juncture of 1964
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Four Hypotheses

1 Regional differences in racial conservatism have persisted since Civil
Rights era, even given general decline of racism throughout the nation
& south

2 Regional differences large & significant even after controlling for more
general political conservatism, and across several measures of racial
animosity

3 White Southerner’s vote & partisanship have become increasingly tied
to racial attitudes since Civil Rights Era–no similar increase exists
outside of the south

4 In contemporary era, racial attitudes have a significantly strong
impact on white Southern partisanship than elsewhere
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Regional Differences in Racial Attitudes
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Impact of Racial Conservatism on Republican Vote
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Comparing Racism & Ideology in the South and Non-South
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Cleavages Around Immigration

I Since 2004, immigration has ranked as a salient political issue both in
the United States and in other western democracies

I As a consequence, political actors are facing pressure to deal with the
issue–in the U.S., this means comprehensive immigration reform

I What causes citizen attitudes about immigration? Particularly public
opposition to immigration policy?

I Brader, Valentino & Suhay argue:
1 Examine the impact of group cues in immigration discourse on

perceived threat & emotions

2 Test whether changes in those perceptions, emotions, or both mediate
the impact of discourse on opinion and behavior
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Digging into the Theoretical Model

1 Opposition to pro-immigration policy predicated on which group is
perceived to be salient (Latino or European)

2 More information (news) about the “costs” of immigration should
increase the perception that immigration is harmful to Americans,
particularly if its about Latinos rather than European populations

3 Anxiety should mediate the effects of opposition to pro-immigration
policies, with greater anxiety and information leading to more
opposition to these policies

I Testing these hypotheses experimentally: Control & Treatment to a
news story about immigration Governor’s conference and the tone of
the story (emphasizing benefits or emphasizing costs)
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Key Points

1 Racial cleavages are at the forefront of American public opinion

2 Kinder & White (2001) explore differences in public opinion across
racial divisions

3 They hypothesize that racial divide in opinion can be rooted in social
class, principles, social identity, and audience

I Even after simulating “away”differences in class, principles, indentity,
and audience–still resentment cleavages

4 Racial conservatism key to understanding variation among white
electorate, key source of white racial identity

5 Support for comprehensive immigration reform hinge on tone and
ethnic frames (Latino vs. European) among white electorate
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