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Revisiting Madison’s Theory of the Republic

I Opening Question1: Why is Madison fundamentally concerned
about the effects of human nature?

I Opening Question2: Given that Madison does not seek to
limit liberty & control the causes of human nature, how does
his institutional setup control the effects?

I Opening Question3: What is one of the main criticisms
contemporary political scientists with respect to Madison’s
Theory of the Republic?
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Retrospective & Prospective Models of Electoral Control

Models of Electoral Control

Vote-Choice Implications for Analytical
Heuristic Model Representatives Purposes

Ideology Spatial/Proximity Responsive to Representation &
Voting Median Voter Candidate

Positioning

Partisanship Michigan Responsive to Explaining vote
Model Partisan Base choice/partisan

bias

Valence Retrospective Develop reputation, Explaining electoral
Model/Valence (honesty/integrity), outcomes, pres.

Rule monitor economy forecasting

Note: Partisanship & ideology are generally prospective models.
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Defining Political Participation

I Political Participation: Any activity that citizens can
undertake to influence government action

I What are some examples of political participation?
I Writing/calling member of Congress
I Giving to campaigns/political organizations
I Attending rallies & getting out the vote
I Running for office (from school board to U.S.

Senate/President)
I How does Madison conceptualize political participation?
I Believes citizens are motivated by some common impulse of

passion (self-interest), which guides political behavior
I Problem with Madison’s model of participation?

Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4



3/19

Recapping Madison’s Republic Elections as Mechanisms of Institutional Control Participation Costs Bias & Madison’s Theory

Defining Political Participation

I Political Participation: Any activity that citizens can
undertake to influence government action

I What are some examples of political participation?

I Writing/calling member of Congress
I Giving to campaigns/political organizations
I Attending rallies & getting out the vote
I Running for office (from school board to U.S.

Senate/President)
I How does Madison conceptualize political participation?
I Believes citizens are motivated by some common impulse of

passion (self-interest), which guides political behavior
I Problem with Madison’s model of participation?

Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4



3/19

Recapping Madison’s Republic Elections as Mechanisms of Institutional Control Participation Costs Bias & Madison’s Theory

Defining Political Participation

I Political Participation: Any activity that citizens can
undertake to influence government action

I What are some examples of political participation?
I Writing/calling member of Congress

I Giving to campaigns/political organizations
I Attending rallies & getting out the vote
I Running for office (from school board to U.S.

Senate/President)
I How does Madison conceptualize political participation?
I Believes citizens are motivated by some common impulse of

passion (self-interest), which guides political behavior
I Problem with Madison’s model of participation?

Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4



3/19

Recapping Madison’s Republic Elections as Mechanisms of Institutional Control Participation Costs Bias & Madison’s Theory

Defining Political Participation

I Political Participation: Any activity that citizens can
undertake to influence government action

I What are some examples of political participation?
I Writing/calling member of Congress
I Giving to campaigns/political organizations

I Attending rallies & getting out the vote
I Running for office (from school board to U.S.

Senate/President)
I How does Madison conceptualize political participation?
I Believes citizens are motivated by some common impulse of

passion (self-interest), which guides political behavior
I Problem with Madison’s model of participation?

Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4



3/19

Recapping Madison’s Republic Elections as Mechanisms of Institutional Control Participation Costs Bias & Madison’s Theory

Defining Political Participation

I Political Participation: Any activity that citizens can
undertake to influence government action

I What are some examples of political participation?
I Writing/calling member of Congress
I Giving to campaigns/political organizations
I Attending rallies & getting out the vote

I Running for office (from school board to U.S.
Senate/President)

I How does Madison conceptualize political participation?
I Believes citizens are motivated by some common impulse of

passion (self-interest), which guides political behavior
I Problem with Madison’s model of participation?

Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4



3/19

Recapping Madison’s Republic Elections as Mechanisms of Institutional Control Participation Costs Bias & Madison’s Theory

Defining Political Participation

I Political Participation: Any activity that citizens can
undertake to influence government action

I What are some examples of political participation?
I Writing/calling member of Congress
I Giving to campaigns/political organizations
I Attending rallies & getting out the vote
I Running for office (from school board to U.S.

Senate/President)

I How does Madison conceptualize political participation?
I Believes citizens are motivated by some common impulse of

passion (self-interest), which guides political behavior
I Problem with Madison’s model of participation?

Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4



3/19

Recapping Madison’s Republic Elections as Mechanisms of Institutional Control Participation Costs Bias & Madison’s Theory

Defining Political Participation

I Political Participation: Any activity that citizens can
undertake to influence government action

I What are some examples of political participation?
I Writing/calling member of Congress
I Giving to campaigns/political organizations
I Attending rallies & getting out the vote
I Running for office (from school board to U.S.

Senate/President)
I How does Madison conceptualize political participation?

I Believes citizens are motivated by some common impulse of
passion (self-interest), which guides political behavior

I Problem with Madison’s model of participation?

Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4



3/19

Recapping Madison’s Republic Elections as Mechanisms of Institutional Control Participation Costs Bias & Madison’s Theory

Defining Political Participation

I Political Participation: Any activity that citizens can
undertake to influence government action

I What are some examples of political participation?
I Writing/calling member of Congress
I Giving to campaigns/political organizations
I Attending rallies & getting out the vote
I Running for office (from school board to U.S.

Senate/President)
I How does Madison conceptualize political participation?
I Believes citizens are motivated by some common impulse of

passion (self-interest), which guides political behavior

I Problem with Madison’s model of participation?

Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4



3/19

Recapping Madison’s Republic Elections as Mechanisms of Institutional Control Participation Costs Bias & Madison’s Theory

Defining Political Participation

I Political Participation: Any activity that citizens can
undertake to influence government action

I What are some examples of political participation?
I Writing/calling member of Congress
I Giving to campaigns/political organizations
I Attending rallies & getting out the vote
I Running for office (from school board to U.S.

Senate/President)
I How does Madison conceptualize political participation?
I Believes citizens are motivated by some common impulse of

passion (self-interest), which guides political behavior
I Problem with Madison’s model of participation?

Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4



4/19

Recapping Madison’s Republic Elections as Mechanisms of Institutional Control Participation Costs Bias & Madison’s Theory

Participation Costs

I Madisonian Theory of human behavior ignores the problem of
collective action & the constant incentive to free-ride

I How is political participation a costly enterprise?
I Intrinsic costs to participation:

I Shoe-leather walking to polling station/attending rally
I Time off work to vote
I Time at DMV to receive “voter ID” card
I Costs related to operational act of participation

I Information costs to participation:
I Developing set of issue beliefs (ideology)
I Gathering information of candidate positions & ballot

propositions
I Study how election of single representative affects ideological

distribution of legislature
I Information costs inherently tied to development of political

self-interest (preferences)
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Variation in Political Participation: Voter Turnout
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Variation in Political Participation: Voter Turnout
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Variation in Various Forms of Political Participation
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Source: Stone (2016) UC Davis Pol 1 Seminar
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Revisiting Collective Action & Paradox of Voting
Modeling the calculus to vote1

R = P (B) − C

Where:
I R = utility from voting/participation

I P = probability of a pivotal vote
I B = benefit of voting/advocating for candidate
I C = the cost of participating

When to expect voting & participation:
I R > 0 which means C < (P ∗ B)
I What would the model predict?
I Model predicts rational abstention & free-riding by citizens
I However, yet people vote/participate! This is the Paradox of

Voting

1I also apply Riker & Ordeshok’s (1968) model to political participation
Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4
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Riker’s & Ordeshok’s Paradox Cont.

I Is the cost constant across citizens or even factions
(aggregations of citizens)?

I What salient variables predicts variation in political
participation?

I Education helps cut down on information costs through
various means, professions/formal education/interpersonal
networks

Carlos Algara Introduction to American Politics: Meeting 4
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Recapping Madison’s Republic Elections as Mechanisms of Institutional Control Participation Costs Bias & Madison’s Theory

Key Points:
I Madison fails to account for the problem of collective action

in his model of human nature
I Citizens not simply motivated by self-interest, strong incentive

to free-ride from like-minded citizens
I Madison fails to account for cost of participating in politics
I Information costs dominate ability of citizens to participate,

variation in participation across different modes
I Riker & Ordeshok’s Model predicts no one would participate,

yet they do (Paradox of Voting)
I Education & income help citizens overcome information costs
I Resource bias exists in the system due to participation costs,

Madison would be concerned
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