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Today’s Informal Agenda

1 Personal background information

2 Professional educational background

3 Theoretical basis of research & teaching agendas

4 Ongoing research projects & future work

5 The “best part” of my job: collaborating with graduate students

Please feel free to interpret with questions at anytime about
anything!
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I Can someone name this city? Perhaps the region of the world?
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I What about within the context of this map outline?
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I Last one, I promise! Where’s this place?
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More Formal Background: The Long Journey

I Pre-K through HS I B.A. Political
Science, 2009

I Master of Public
Policy, 2012
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Beginning of the Academic Journey

I Specializing in American politics, research design, & quantitative
methodology (September 2013 - June 2019)
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Post-Doctoral Fellowship: The U.S. Senate

I 2019-2020 APSA Congressional Fellow

I Placement: U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR)

I Legislative Portfolio: Democracy & Procedural Reform
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Heart of the Staffing: Rise in Obstruction
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Decline in Deliberation
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Ultimate Decline of the U.S. Senate
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Media Coverage of Fellowship Efforts

I The Hill Profile of Reform
Efforts (June 29, 2020)

I Manchin thwarts effort (January
25, 2021)
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General Scholarly Interest in Topic

I Brookings Institution Discussion on
Eliminating the Filibuster I The Forum: Special Issue

on the U.S Senate
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More Ideological Party System, 1946-2019
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More Unified Party System, 1946-2019
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More Divisive Party System, 1946-2019
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Disconnect in Representation, 1914-2016 U.S. Senate
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Theoritical Foundation of Research & Teaching Agenda

I “Classical” literature: the quality of policy representation provided by
legislators & parties within the context of the U.S. Congress

I More nuanced: how do we assess what the public wants from their
legislators and parties? Given these incentives, how do elites (i.e.,
legislators, parties, candidates) respond in terms of their behavior?

I Primarily focused on the literature of representational congruence,
electoral accountability, partisan polarization, & legislative behavior

I Lately, and while decreasing, much of research agenda focusing on the
context of COVID-19 pandemic (rapid research)

I Methodological interests: “latent” variable measurement, causal
inference (observational & experimental methods), statistical
modeling, dateset construction
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Recent Works on Representation & Accountability
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Recent Works on COVID-19 Pandemic
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How does this inform my teaching agenda?

I Courses offered (so far) & planned at CGU

1 PP 300: Introductory Core Seminar on American Politics

2 PP 313: Representation & Elections in the United States

3 PP 305: Executive (Presidential)-Legislative (Congressional) Relations
in the United States

4 PP 487 (Spring 2023): Maximum Likelihood Estimation (applied
statistics course)

I Future courses in legislative behavior, political methodology, partisan
polarization
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Ongoing Research Projects (Pre-Published)
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Research Collaboration with CGU Graduate Students

I Paper presented last week at
2022 Midwest Political Science
Association in Chicago, IL &
currently under review

I Paper presented next week at
2022 State Politics & Policy
Conference at Florida State
University
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I Collaboration at every
step of project from idea
creation, data collection,
data coding, model
estimation, data
visualization, writing of
the manuscript,
submission for
publication

I Presentation by Seon at
MPSA. . .
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Polarization & Approval of the “First Branch”

I Since the 1970s, the Congress is increasingly polarized. The mass
public views a polarized Congress as one marred in a lack of
deliberation, more conflict, and more gridlock

I H1: At the aggregate level, greater ideological partisan polarization
coincides with lower mass public job approval of the U.S. Congress.

I Opposing partisans would disapprove Congress on the basis of
ideological incongruence, whereas co-partisans (and independents)
may also disapprove Congress because of gridlock in Congress.

I H2: At the individual-level, the partisan differential in congressional
approval between majority party co-partisans and majority party
opposing partisans shrinks as Congress becomes more polarized due
to a lack of policy victories enjoyed by co-partisans in a polarized, and
gridlocked, Congress.
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Polarization & Approval of the “Best Congressman in the
United States”
I Opposing partisans (and independents) would disapprove their

representatives because home-style is no longer effective in a polarized
age.

I However, co-partisan would approve their representatives because of
ideological congruence.

I H3: At the aggregate level, greater ideological partisan polarization
coincides with lower mass public job approval of the legislator they
send to represent them on Capitol Hill.

I H4: At the individual-level, the partisan differential in congressional
approval between legislator co-partisans and legislator
opposing-partisans (and independents) grows as Congress becomes
more polarized due to greater identification of legislators with their
congressional party as the parties diverge ideologically.
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Monthly Approval of the U.S. Congress & Members of
Congress, 1974-2021
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Monthly Ideological Polarization in the U.S. Congress,
1974-2021

Carlos Algara CGU SES Lunch & Learn



28/33

Specifying a Model of Congressional & Legislator Approval

∆yt = α0 + α1yt−1 + β0∆xt + β1xt−1 + εt

I Generalized error correction model (GECM) & hypothesis-testing
method identified by Webb, Linn & Lebo (2019, 2020)

I Key covariate: monthly partisan polarization in Congress

I Control covariates: public policy mood, public consumer sentiment,
unemployment rate, presidential approval, and public right track
sentiment

I Time-series hypothesis testing quantities of interest: Long-run
multipliers & estimated lag distributions
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Long-Run Multipliers (LRMs) of Error Correction Models
Monthly Covariates
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Specifying a Model of Relationship Between Citizen Level
Partisanship & Institutional Approval, 1980-2020

I 1980-2020 American National Election Study (ANES)

I Time series Cross-sectional logistic regression model

I Dependent variable: approval coded 1, disapproval coded 0

I Key covariate: Partisanship
* Congressional approval model: Democrat, independent, and
Republican
* Legislator approval model: opposing partisan, independent, and
co-partisan

I Control variables: age, race, gender, education, retrospective
evaluations, southern state, and symbolic ideological identification.
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Congressional Approval Model
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Legislator Approval Model
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The Implications of Fenno’s Paradox During the Polarized
Era

I As Congress undergoes partisan polarization, Fenno’s Paradox wanes
due to the inability of the congressional majority to galvanize support
among co-partisans and the inability of members of Congress to
cultivate support among opposing partisans.

I However, Fenno’s Paradox should not be discarded entirely.

I Polarization in Congress is harmful for the legitimacy of the Congress
and thus undermines democracy.

I Polarization improves policy representation because legislators are
increasingly seen in the ideological form of their party as polarization
increases.
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